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Japan as seen from social anthropology of the British school

—Leach’s 'Animal Categories as an example —

Tom Gill
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EERCRBIZL>TWD, HIZRRT7 + —
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LHICEIBVENI LFRONE LA > T
LESZLRBIORILVWILTHSD, BEH
REhBRICHT I ABFEOERERNIEHS
MTHB, WEMRICHR &N/ 5 M M ¥IC
¥ 5,

Crafting Selves, by Dorinne Kondo,
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S RRDTHICH 3P ERMRETHE T 1 — 1
FIZ,"HAMNED L5 ICBA S 2 MADRIIZRT
NEgHT 3. ACASNS, ABICL->TLR
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BEAREEDLEXNRIZLIZ. TDERIBLT
TH%,

L% A€7=7 ait%x
13 0 27
1 0 4
2 5 18
2 7 38
18 12 87

Rizs TEC] 2T, BB, AC) WD
DL, EENDEDHE— LD TIRIZL, AN
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FMEIEICETFBAT BAZXET (craftsman |
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Japanese Sense of Self, edited by
Nancy R. Rosenberger, 1992.
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Situated Meaning: Inside and Outsiae
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Gidoni, 1997
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FIEF LWL DEEATHEZARS ] (R
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S0ENE-IBE, [HLT) 2Htr L —M
DABEJNICT EFLVAIRSBEH, ZokE
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Leach, Edmund

Japan as seen from social anthropology of the British school

— Leach's ‘Animal Categories’ as an example —
Tom Gill

This paper is in two sections. In the first section I present data which indicates that
Japan is neglected by mainstream anthropology in the English-speaking domain. I suggest
that one reason for this may be that in recent years Japan has increasingly been studied not
in departments of anthropology or sociology, but in departments of ‘Japanese Studies’,
‘Oriental Studies’ or ‘Asian Studies’ .

This tendency has much to do with financial considerations: the high cost of living in
Japan has made it difficult to conduct fieldwork unless it is financed by Japanese money.
This money tends to be distributed through departments or programs which grant Japan
special status, separate from disciplinary frameworks.

I criticize the area studies approach, arguing that it encourages a persistence, albeit under
different labeling, of Nihonjinron, the discredited essentialist school of thought which views
Japan as ‘uniquely unique’ .

In the second section I propose a theme-driven, rather than area-based, approach to
anthropology in Japan. As an intellectual experiment, I attempt to apply the ideas contained

in a famous work of traditional, generalized British social anthropology to the Japanese

case.
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The work selected is ‘Animal Categories and Verbal Abuse’ by Sir Edmund Leach.
This essay of Leach's deals with prohibitions on the eating of various kinds of animal and
on possible connections between those prohibitions and verbal insults which refer to
animals. I attempt to show how applying Leach’s ideas to the Japanese situation can
generate a different kind of anthropology to that which starts from the proposition that the

Japanese are unique people who require explanation.
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