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In the previous lecture:

« We looked at ‘Nihonjinron’ B&
A i

* “Theories of Japaneseness” —

Attempts to define the unique,
essential nature of Japan
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4 kinds of Nihonjinron

BARANRNDATESE

» 1. Psychological iR
« 2. Sociological &M

« 3. Aesthetic ZEFH
4. Intellectual FBiEH




Psychological Nihonjinron

Ganbari/Konjo/gattsu ngsgY -{R1%E
(guts, fight, challenge etc.)

Gaman 1€ - Endurance, fortitude
Amae HZ —dependence, need to be

iIndulged (Takeo Dot)

Haji B — shame, as opposed to
western-style guilt (Ruth Benedict)




Sociological Nihonjinron

A group society &RHItt =, individual
subordinate to group AR KLYEADFIiE
A ‘vertical’ society (Chie Nakane) (1R F#%.
-2 TH=1)

Juniors loyal to seniors; seniors take
paternalistic responsibility for followers

FREBRPICER, BREFDZTFS

Gaps in status, wealth, relatively small, so
people sense fairness

Shared culture, language, values = harmony




Aesthetic Nihonjinron

« Love of nature KBA~NDIENL
» Taste for simple, elegant things

(wabi/sabi EURU)

e Sentimental awareness of the

transience of life (mono no aware

PDREN)

 Tendency to miniaturize (bonsail,
haiku, walkman, etc. /IhNEI{E: &
BER)., oAr—O<F




Intellectual Nihonjinron

Japanese intellect said to be
based on intuition (chokkan
B rather than logic (ronri

G928, because Japanese are
‘closer to nature’. E.g. Kitaro
Nishida, Tetsuro Watsujl,
Kinji Imanishi.




3 kinds of explanation 3%&%E&xEA

1. Ecological (£R&=H#)) — small, crowded
country, unigue climate influence
agriculture — lifestyle — society Bt —

REEFE-HR

E.g. Tetsuro Watsuji, Fudo &1 (1935)
trans. Geoffrey Bowness Climate and
Culture (1962)




2. Historical (FESRZRR)

250 years (c. 1600-1850) of isolation
(sakoku $H[E) lead to closed society,
‘island mentality’ (shimaguni konjo &E
fB1%E) and unique culture, that can only
be changed by ‘external pressure’

(gaiatsu §}VE).

E.g. Mayumi Ito Globalization of Japan:
Japanese ‘Sakoku’ Mentality and US
Efforts to Open Japan (2000).




3. Biological (4¥189)

Japanese brains work differently from
other peoples... e.g. using the right
side of the brain for both logic and
emotion.

Tsunoda, Tadanobu. The Japanese Brain,
Unigueness and Universality, 1985.

HAANDRK—RKOEIZEERADIIE
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10 Problems
with Nihonjinron
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« Assumes homogeneity

R E D EE

« All Japanese are assumed to have
some special characteristic —group
consciousness, will to fight, desire
to be indulged, that instinct to make

small things...etc.

« TTHZ ITHAS, [MEERY ITHAD., [/
L ITHAD. BEAAEZBETORHEEZE
FHoTULWAELSES. . .




.. . And to the
same degree

L. BERALBIZFELC

BEEcrOEEERE-T
RY Y3 (T




. . . but that obviously
Isn’t true

"
i


http://www.city.yokohama.jp/me/shimin/kouhou/642/pict/8-3.jpg







WYRIHCETT M An obvious
point, | admit...

... and yet many Nihonjinron books contain
sentences such as “the Japanese are like
that” BARAIXZALZHATE which casually
and unconsciously assume that variation
between individual Japanese is trivial

enough to be ignored.

Since the writer Is often trying to show that
Japanese are homogeneous [R&E, the
argument can easily become circular.




2. What are we comparing to?

AAZAALELLET S ?
“Japan” “The
P < > West”

N=P-

IR K




What about the rest of the world?

D EFH 1 G (L 7

Often ‘Japanese’ things are actually
found in a stronger form Iin other
Aslan countries, or in other parts
of the world entirely. For instance,
‘respect for elders’ is much

stronger in Korea...

BIZIE. TEFYAOEHIXIBERBIE
ESNSHNBERKLYFASED B




... but Nihonjinron tends to
ignore other countries

outside the ‘Japan vs. The
West’ paradigm...

... BERANMIEI BAR xR
KIMTEFILSNOEALR
ZHEGLBEETHS




. and to assume that all people
| |n ‘the West’ are alike

.. which isn’t
. true either.



http://www.uoregon.edu/~recycle/images/josebove.jpg

3. Nihonjinron assumes that
other societies do not have

those special Japanese
qualities

D E = B R0
&ﬁf:@lc\t-g_éo



.. . Sometimes with
disastrous results

A VSt < G



After Pearl
Harbor, the
Americans
were expected
to despair,

because they
lacked ganbari
and gaman...
the Japanese
spirit would
triumph...







4. Regional variation ignored

Watsuji’s ‘climate’ theory... there
IS no monsoon in Hokkaido...
there IS no winter snow In
Okinawa... Strong regional

dialects... strong regional
cultures and traditions

BTSN ERSNSD




Japanese regionalism Is intense!

Consider Yamanashi prefecture. Proud
tradition of Takeda Shingen KHB{E*%...
thought of as strong drinkers (heart of
wine industry; numerous bars, often
No.1 prefecture for traffic accident

fatalities...), thought of as mean/greedy
‘merchants of Koshu’ (B & A)...
regional identity Is strong and a
constant topic of argument.




Foreigners exaggerate national
identity...

... simply because when talking to a
foreigner, a Japanese person may very
well be thinking “I’'m Japanese and he
isn’t”. But when that same person is

talking to a fellow Japanese (i.e. most
of the time), s/he’ll be thinking “I'm
from Yamanashi and the person I'm
talking to is from Tokyo.”




Food habits vary...

» E.g. ‘Natto’ (#1=2), fermented soy
beans, Is a very popular dish in the
Tokyo region, and Is cited as
‘typical Japanese food'...

* Yet most people in Western Japan

hate natto just as most foreigners
do.
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Hirofumi Tsubol, potato rebel

Some archaeologists even say
potatoes used to be more
popular than rice...

Imo to Nihonjin Potatoes and the
Japanese, 1979

Xik:T1EEABARAN  BEAXIEROERE | 1T
HENE. HE:FRFEH, 19794




5. Class and status ighored

BE&R - R T—AR X TEMBEIN S
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http://homepage2.nifty.com/karousirenrakukai/papakaroshi.jpg

Is it really caused by “too much
effort/loyalty”??

* ... or does it reflect an imbalance In
power relationships? People
working themselves into the ground
for fear of the sack, especially at

times of high unemployment...

- HEAHIMFRYTF 1 ? T LB KU
EBNEWNEVEIZIEBDIE 1EVLS R
fiE ? BREEL. ..




Nihonjin-ron assumes that Japan
IS a classless society

As for instance in Chie Nakane F{EF
2 s theory of the “vertical society”
(tate shakai #7T%t<)in which workers
feel far more loyalty to their companies

than to their class. Yet there have been
times when class struggle was
common in Japan.




Eg 1 Peasant Uprisings

During the Edo era (c. 1600-1850),
there were many peasant uprisings
and rice riots, in which poor
commoners rose up and forcefully

opposed their samural rulers.

Ultimately they helped to bring
down the shogunate.




Ref: Anne Walthall (UC Irvine)

 Peasant Uprisings in Japan (1991)

» Soclal Protest and Popular Culture in
Eighteenth Century Japan (1986)

20th century: Ashio Copper Mine Riot
(1907)

The Ashio Riot of 1907: A Social History
of Mining in Japan, by Nimura Kazuo
(1998)

Japan has along history of class conflict,
sometimes violent.




1960: Mitke Mine Strike

A major, year-long strike at a coalmine
owned by the mighty Mitsul trading
house, finally ending in defeat for the
workers.

Check out the award-winning movie

Echoes from the Miike Mine (Zi#1: 84
SIELVR I[P DPEER) dir. Hiroko
Kumagai lB&EF EE.




Ref: Matthew Allen, Undermining
the Japanese Miracle (1994)

* Terrible punning title, but a fascinating
look at the long slow aftermath of life In
northern Kyushu after the closure of
the Miitke mine and others in the area.

Any British reader will recall the 1985
British coal strike (Margaret Thatcher
vs. Arthur Scargill)...




Today the unions are quieter

But they still hold a “spring offensive” (shunto
Z ) every year, and collective bargaining in
industrial sectors is the norm... So there are
some horizontal ties of solidarity, pace
Nakane, and some workers’ families have

successfully sued employers of karoshi
victims... so the vertical ties are not absolute.

This Is an example of how Nihonjinron can
have conservative political implications.




And what about ‘bushido’?
RIE=>T

» “The Way of the Samurai” was a
code of ethics for the aristocracy... a
tiny proportion of the population.
Most Japanese in the Edo era were

NOT samurai... they were landless
peasants, exploited by samurai...

IIREROBERANDZLIFINFITIHEL.
FICCEFELNSIBEIZ-T-




...despite all that talk about ‘honor’,
MOost samural were parasites on
the common folk of Japan.

[ 13| £ B o T D IR,
BARRT5 EMEICRULULT,

BEMNITOBHELTLV =D IXESR
HEEETHS.

And In case you’re wondering...



No, it wasn’t like in the movie.




6. History ignored too

BEELREHAND

* As well as assuming that all
Japanese have special
characteristics, Nihonjinron

also tends to assume that
they’ve always had them.




E.g.1 ‘Closed country
conscioushess’ — sakoku ishiki
fil Z (X1 85 E =5

* True, Japan was largely closed

to the world, c. 1600-1868 — but
that ended 150 years ago!

- SEEITES. 150FRI TR DO !




Japan has been

very ‘open’ since
then...

TNLE, BARITT HENBE
E ILTULALBLELVD. . .



Trading, visiting, negotiating,
even fighting and invading
other countries.

HEDOEAL EFEBRIZEH-T
NS, .. BZ. 8K, 3. ..

Hi ., RIS




Yet some writers ignore the
last 150 years... for them,

the closed country mentality
never went away...

c THLHABMEBIIZD150FERB D
BERZEOLLT, £EFEMEHE ]
DEEBMNEHO-TINBEES. ..




“This book is an insightful analyyis of one of the cardinal
problems of any New World Order.”
s Jo W) My : \ s ¥ .

(5lobalization
of Japan

Japanese Sakoku Mentality
and U.S. Efforts to Open Japan

Mayumi Itoh

Al
|[cZ

Mayumi ltoh
(2000) argues
that Japan’s
diplomacy is

still influenced
by the ‘sakoku’
mentality to
this day




E.g. 2: ‘Egalitarian capitalism’

Fl2: TFEENLGTEREE]

 Before WW2 Japan had big private
landlords and most wealth was
owned by a small minority. What
caused relative equality in the

country was the Occupation land
reforms — NOT fundamental
Japanese customs.




/. Assumes smooth hierarchy
FLDGENINSTS5—F—DIE

Minoru Kida — ‘The Rules of the Hamlet. In
As the Japanese see it ;. past and present
[ ed. Aokl and Dardess.

Loyalty to the village outranks loyalty to the

state. Protect neighbors from police. The
state is not ‘one big family’ or ‘one big
village’

SI=HNDS, [EZEDRA 1, FEADBR(EHE
NERINEREEADBELYFHEMBL




HAE (XE - BAF)

State (Emperor/government)

h-R-B(RMESF)
City, pref., island (mayor)

HhE - (FR)
Village (headman)

KRE ()
Family (dad)




HAE (X2 - BUAF)

State (Emperor/gov {)
R 5 (RA

City *nd (M 2
Village (hgadma /
REE (B

Family (dad)



8. Exceptions and contradictions

BAERARDT—IEDLTHIN-FEHY

* E.g. If love of nature Is so
Important in Japanese culture,
how come the environment iIs

INn such a mess?

 ZHICTKBARE—KICELT
DIEEBEL. .




Tetrapods
T 2Rk

o TRy e



http://www.jp.from-hanna.com/leisure/sports/outdoor/img/surf4.jpg







Abandoned '







Much of it bé".'ing burned...




...creating a serious dioxin
problem.

Last slide: a garbage-burning
facility at Tokorozawa, on the
outskirts of Tokyo

FAXX U FEEBBETHAICK
S>T-FRDBREEYHRAEAEER TL
1=




There are 16 furnaces in a 500-
meter radius... 30 furnaces In
a 2-km radius around Mount
Kunugl In Saitama prefecture.

B EBREOBTLICITREFEFES00
MmMELAIZ165FNFELTLVAS,

(R E2kmIZLEIT5E30%FA
IZ#5B)




It was a beautiful
mountain... once.

=L, . .

C . . Tigf:o




Japan pours as much
concrete over her
land each year as the

USA... 30 times
more per hectare

Dogs and Demons: The Fall of
Modern Japan by Alex Kerr, 2002



Lo ARH—

Frowits) bete ug®t g Be vum
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Dogs Demons
Alex Kerr

HONZS5EEXRDHER



See also Peter Kirby’s book:

Troubled Natures (2010)



9. Nihonjinron is usually
loaded with value judgments

B AR B (3 (i {iE 3] i AY
W =fFEET,



Positive or negative

Nationalistic writers proud of
Japan’s culture + tradition
write positive Nihonjinron.

Those who find Japan an
oppressive, over-disciplined
soclety write negative N-ron.




(Here’s a particularly
radical example of
negative Nihonjinron.)



"The Japanese are perhaps
physically the least
attractive people with the

exception of the pygmies
and Hottentots.”




“Members of the so-called
Mongolian race to which the
Japanese belong have flat,

expressionless faces, high
cheekbones, and oblique
eyes.”




Their figures are also far from
being shapely with a
disproportionately large head

an elongated trunk, and short
often bowed legs."

lchiro Kawasaki, Japan
Unmasked (Tuttle, 1969)



Foreigners are no better.

A generation of foreign scholars
admired Japan’s mighty economy
and harmonious society and wrote
positive Nihonjinron. For others,

Japan’s growth posed a danger...
and her society seemed repressive.
They wrote negative Nihonjinron.




But it’s very hard to find
neutral Nithonjinron.

[ROTATITREL R T+

JI1TEEL TR JGEEARA
e RYET=-5%0,




TR BR-T—57

Either way, when you read a study that
Implies a strong value judgment, you
should ask whether that judgment is
the logical outcome of objectively
analysed data; or whether the judgment

came first and coloured the selection
and interpretation of data.

That 1s true of ALL social science, not
just Nihonjinron.




10. Many Nihonjinron theories
contradict each other

Example 1: Shudan ishiki vs.
Wabi/Sabi

Groupism vs loneliness

SHEEHEEVHEUY




If Japanese people

are so determined to
do things In groups,
then how come thelir

culture reveres
hermits and solitary
wanderers?

Hermit with Wand and Chrysanthemums
Signed by Shohaku Soga (1730-1781)
Edo Period, 18th century

MUA 1S, EREHEERF-
TWATLEOIM?




"‘:'i‘ How come
.{." Japan’s most

3

_popular movie
- character is a
wandering
»+Salesman who

. can’t get
.0 NaAses L0y

" "=‘~'; married?

|  TH/AITEREE
o AEFoTNS?




Tora-san hangs out with gaijins
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i< SR TSR AR R {55, {348

Love never lasts long for Tora-san...



One moment he’s involved with a

MR- - S KUK
£ Anb%.v R

. \\v

younger woman...




... but in the end he has to waftch
her flnd love with ayounger man

AT Tk O DA



And he
wanders
off alone,
as In this

statue

ANCA VAot > |




TRy Y KR T

HOVEPS9Z2E2p) -
T phrase:
“It’s hard
to be a

man’

e


http://www.h3.dion.ne.jp/~gonohon/124-2418_IMG1.JPG

#

=R, 4
|rUd4 .n
O_3 & > m
m.l O @
> O v O ©
SsScsE Bo
Rl ™
\ — __mm{\




Tora-san: loner
Wabi/sabi: 10

s Groupism: O

BHoA., LR
FFURU: 108,
SREHE: OR



9. Many Nihonjinron theories
contradict each other

Example 2: ‘Ganbari’ vs
‘Amae’

To fight to the last... and to have

one’s irresponsible behavior
iIndulged

Hl2: mERY IxTHZ]




Hitoshi Ueki
HERF |



http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/~cw5t-stu/ueki/uekipict/old2.jpg

Is this the world’s most
iIrresponsible man?
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As a smiling salaryman always on the make...

| ."!.l". Sa <08 T ..-- e .'F.' '






http://www.toei.co.jp/tv/sm/peep/picture/peep8-12.jpg

Sweet-talking his way out of
trouble







Uekl loves to take it
easy... nho ‘ganbarr’

for him!

[RERY I&YTSY IO RE 5 )



B mEE—RS

FEBE =5
- {EHhFUR B AR

The Lifetime of an Irresponsible Man (1962)



I’ve been called the world’s
most irresponsible man... ever
since | was a kid I’'ve been a
smooth-talking guy who makes
money without effort

PhiEcHHT—F BEELE
hHhhi-8

HEXDEMISHEFELS ELTES
[TRARZAIL




Wangled a scholarship to get
through school... used my
connections to get a job...

PRICASTHDE IHYavixk
HSRXAT—H
AHEIIVLSENEFE aORT
AN O]




Joined the company, flattered
my boss every day, played golf

with him, the karaoke, games of

go ... and wound up as section
chief

St A-THDIE ERIZCEAZSE
Y JIITMBRIZTOHEF TALE
MNREIZLEoT-



Every time | fancied a girl I'd
sweet-talk her into bed by
talking about marriage... of
which | had NO intention...

LWL ZRNIE FHYRE
[CORE FBEOHNERYOZFE
HEHET DR ITLN




| showed up for work every day, just
sat at my desk doing nothing... having

a little nap now and again... still

wound up as PRESIDENT!

BHRMLICETETAZICL2ELT
5121, BIREYLGA bH5/ Y

zhebigiliol- !



The key points of life are: timing,
sweet-talking, and
irresponsibility...

Especially irresponsibility!

ANETKRKEBLGEIL
BRAZ Y |IZCERIZEE T



Many thanks to you poor
hard-working saps who
make It all possible for me!

EOCDHITERE

CDOCDRLHMUITLAS
A !




Hitoshi
Ueki
Ganbari: O
Amae: 10

HEARZFE
[mEesRY] O
[HZx]1 10




Ueki Hitoshi, 1927 ~ 2007

... sorely missed.



A Ueki goods:
e . ‘The Power of
. the Musekinin’
Musekinin =
BRI -

Irresponsible



One last thing about
“The World’s Most
Irresponsible
Man”...




Comedian
Yukio
Aoshima
wrote the

Lyrics

{E=Al:
55E58




dressing as the
‘spiteful granny’)

ljiwaru baasan

LWCHHESA




And wound up
as GOVERNOR
OF TOKYO!

TN THERRAR
HME(C

Yukio Aoshlma

N
=
Governor of Tokyo &OT— -
(1995-99)



http://shinto.jpc-sed.or.jp/movements/photo/aoshima.gif

2 more
Irresponsible
guys?

%
| Former Osaka
\@ g governor
) , ‘Knock’
' Yokoyama

|
g3 o
,-‘\‘g with Arnold
Schwarzenegger



http://www.weekender.co.jp/LatestEdition/970905/images/pl021.JPEG

The present
governor of §
Tokyo... also

kind of
irresponsible
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Question

*If NIhonjinron has so
many things wrong

with it, how come it’s
SO popular?




Reason #1 Japan breaks the
colonialist mold: an Asian
country that achieved military
power and industrial

advancement... and that seems
to demand explanation. It was
good for Euro-Americans to
meet the idea that some other
country knows better than them.




Reason #2 More recently,
Japan’s economic success
demands explanation...
and makes people wonder

what Is so special about

Japan... and can we copy
11?




The ‘Halo Effect’

®BIL(ZTH YRR

« Economy Is working well, therefore
whole society and everything else
IS assumed to be working well too.

» BARDFEFIIIBEELTL\DSM D, 1
2 XL 2FIHBEEMNTZESND



Prof. Ezra
F. Vogel,
Harvard

University

KESKE N7, — N F—>
qu;_'sl'\-I; =L \">“I',H


http://www.usajapan.org/home/21stCentury/images/people/ezravogel_sm.jpg
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Vogel’s ‘Japanese Successes’

* 1. ‘Group learning’ £F%#%E
2. Administration {TIEX

. 3. Politics BU&

» 4. Big companies KX&<&tt

e 5. Education B
+ 6. Welfare 184t
« 7. Crime control J0IREIH

Y GOHHm |




T e

Jon Woronoff

Japan as
anything but
Number One

Jon Woronoff

(M.E. Sharpe 1991)

TBRIETF>
ACLY AV
Lerhzik! ]
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]apan The HEi.Sei

Recession

forces
NO.I?, Vogel to
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sl Rethink




Reason #3

The long list of special key
words makes good books...
and lectures... much better
than just saying ‘Japanese

people are much the same
as other people’




Reason #4

It IS easy to criticize Nihonjinron
as a form of cultural

essentialism OCIEAEESE)...
but still and all, everybody

sometimes thinks “that’s very
Japanese.” There has to be
some meaning there.




Leading Critics of Nihonjinron

H & A\ &R R %k

Harumi Befu RZ7=/\JLS (I
F&iE)
Yoshio Sugimoto (F2FAXEREB)

Peter Dale (E—%#—+57—JL)






http://www.latrobe.edu.au/socsci/staff/sugimoto.gif

Recommended reading.

Yoshio Sugimoto, An
Introduction to Japanese
Society, Cambridge University
Press, 1997 (new edition 2003)

See especially Chapter 1: ‘The
Japan Phenomenon and the
Social Sciences.’







‘od ’.o:-f/“'

=/

Hegemony of

Ho

nogcneity

)
. "

HEGEMONY OF
HOMOGENEITY: AN
ANTHROPOLOGIC

AL ANALYSIS OF

NIHONJINRON

Harumi Befu
BRI E D TIE
il i &5




Recommended reading.

Harumi Befu, Hegemony of
Homogenelty (Trans Pacific
Press, 2001)

See especially Chapter 4,
‘Premises, Models and
Ideologies.’




Befu theory

Nihonjinron as a “secular religion”
plus “political ideology
masquerading as cultural theory”

... defeat in WW2 made it difficult to
advocate nationalism or to place
much confidence in religion.




= DO THE |APANESE DIFFER
< | FROM OTHER NATIONALITIES?

HOW SCIENTIFICALLY SOUND
ARE THE INTELLECTUAL
ARGUMENTS THAT THEY DO!?

The Myth of

Japanese

Unigueness TEARADHE
MEELNS RS

E—4— N. 5—JL




The Myth of
Japanese
Unigueness
by Peter N. Dale

ERRFITIT
RIS >- P

(Croom Helm, 1986)

E—5—N-T—JL




Recommended reading.

Peter N. Dale, The Myth of
Japanese Uniqueness
(Croom Helm, 1986,
Routledge 1988)

See e.g. Chapter 3 on Nakane,
Chapter 8 + 9 on Dol, Chapter
10 on Benedict.




Dale, Chapter 4 $4%F

The Dialectics of

Difference

162 O F 5L o




Analyzing the ‘key words’
BERANRBDF—HZD 3 H

‘Japan’ + ‘the West’ are fictions, constructed on
these bases.l B JEIBEFE [[XT102a0THY ., 7
DOBEETHARANRZTEETS:

. Geoclimatic base #h¥ - [ DO EME
. Racial base AFER/GEE
. Productive base £ERHAR

. Social base &R E

. Socio-cultural modett £ 3{E L HR =

. Intellectual style HIJR 2 AL

. Indigenous Efflorescence R 3CLBITE




Geoclimatic base #h¥E- KR D ERR

The ‘West’ #F] | Japan’ TBZ]

1 Continent X[ 1’Island BE

2 Desert + pasture #b |2’ Forest + paddy Fx+#d

=5 H

3 Nature poor, man 3’ Nature rich, prevalls

dominates ABHELL lover manEHMGBERNA
SRTXET S BZzXAT S

4 Temperate, regular 4’ Variable, monsoon

climate [EH-FELGERR climate EHYPTLIE

HROKR




2. Racial base AT@ERY75 R A2

"West’ ‘Japan’

5 Miscegenation |5 Blood purity,
of races one race (o
ANEDEM DT RIE.
H—REEEXR




3. Productive base &£ ERLE R

93¢

‘West’ [VEVEE] ‘Japan’ [ H#&]

6 Nomadic-pastoral |6’ Settled
T BRAY agricultural 23
Z9) BH

7 Animal flesh food |7’ Vegetable/rice
base EIWH) - W& |diet fEMH) - XK

8 Slave labour &k |8’ Communal labour

A ( ZFRIRH77)




4. Social base (&G ERR

‘West’ [7a¥E] |Japan’ | HA]

9 Societyft = 9’ Community3&[&] {4
(Gesellschaf) (Gemeinschafl)

10 Individualism {& |10’ Groupism #&[H
ANFESRHE & - BIATEE

11 Horizontality % |11’ Verticality #i¢

12 Egalitarianism |12’ Hierarchy [&#%
YEEER 62

13 Contract 2% |13’ ‘Kintract’ &%




Socilal base (cont)

49 ¢

‘West’ (V&

|

‘Japan’ [ HZ#&]

14 ‘Private’ FLH)

14’ ‘Public’ 2AHY

15 ‘Guilt’ 3E 15’ ‘Shame’ Hi

16 Urban- 16’ Rural-exclusive (
cosmopolitan (&R & - PASHEDR)

M« HRER)

17 Rights ¥F]]

17’ Duties 3 - Bl L

18 Independence
(inner-directed) H

AVALR/ | RVA

18’ Dependence (other-
directed) H % - i




This series of terms gives away much of
the nihonjinron game. For what are
here depicted as contrasts in cultural
style or social structure are more or
less identical with differences between
Industrial and preindustrial (feudal)

civilisation in the West. All it tells us is
that ‘modern’ Japan is conceptualized
In terms of feudal categories which
soclal development in the West
outgrew and transcended. (43-44)




Feature contrasts 9,9°, for example,
derive from Ferdinand Tonnies’
analysis (1887) of the transition from
rural community to social, urban
iIndustrial life. The tate-yoko opposition,

associated wrongly with the name of
Nakane Chie, along with the egalitarian-
hierarchy contrast, stem from Alexis de
Tocqueville’s critique in Democracy In
America. (pp. 43-4)




‘West’ TPHFE

‘Japan’ T HZX

9 Society#t &
(Gesellschaft)

FeIL xR

9’ Community3t[E4&
(Gemeinschaft)

FIA% Ik

Eg #9 derives from Ferdinand Tonnies’
famous C19th work on urbanization.

BIZIE VARDOEIIT7—T14F R T AD
HEHXRAENSEXETDEFEZADBITICET S
ﬁa\dﬁu 8878 )% mICL T3,




Ferdinand
TOnnies

(1855~1936)

Pioneering
German
soclologist

Gemeinschaft und |,
Gesellschaft , 1887 | &

Ferdinand Tonnies
IT7—T4F VR TUZTR




Gemelnschaft und
Gesellschaft (1887)

Gemeinschaft 7 v+1>>+2/:
Traditional rural community.
Groupism. Natural law. {&#i#7% H

EDHEEF, HIEER. TBRIEL,

Gesellschaft &L v

Modern urban society. Individualism.
Man—-made lawIRfXIZEH D&
BAEXE T ALEL




An example

April 2008: At a public high school In
Osaka, 2 new students are refused
permission to take part in the entrance
ceremony because their parents had
not yet paid the admission fees (about

200,000 yen). The 2 students had to
wait in the principle’s office while all
the others took part in the ceremony.

Was the school RIGHT or WRONG?




 RIGHT: Rules are rules, students
and their parents must learn to
comply. It will be a good lesson for

the 2 students.

« WRONG: The parents will probably
pay up by and by, so why spoil the
students’ big day?

What do you think?



Gesellschatft

RIGHT: A gesellschaft way of thinking,
supposed to be more ‘modern,” more
‘urban,’ and, in Japan, more ‘western.’

There is a CONTRACT between the

students’ families and the school.

If the students break the contract, they
should not enjoy the benefits of the
contract.




Gemelnschaft

WRONG: A Gemeinschaft way of thinking.
The community is like a big family, and
friendly family relations are more
Important than rules or contracts.

Instead of punishing the families, the
school should see if there are any
financial problems, and If necessary
arrange an easy payment plan.




FUJI TV POLL

 Finds 90% of Japanese respondents say the
school was RIGHT.

* Finds 64% of foreign respondents say the
school was WRONG.

Announcer’s comment: “How interesting — the
foreigners respond like Japanese used to,
the Japanese like foreigners used to.”

@AV TT R ! HFEAFEOBEARADLSIZ. HR
ANFIEDHBEADIIIZ,. BEATWHVET, |




He Is surprised because
the results contradict
Nihonjin-ron expectations.



‘West’ TFETE] |Japan’ [HZA]
11 Horizontality 55 |11’ Verticality i

12 Egalitarianism |12’ Hierarchy P&k
YEES

Dale traces Nakane’s theory of vertical and

horizontal societies # - it &back to
prewar rural sociology by Kizaemon Aruga

£ 2 A %1 and 50s work by Takeyoshi
Kawashima JI| B Hand Shw’ichi Kato M
% /& —, who often used the terms ‘tate’ ¢
and ‘yoko’f&.




These In turn he traces to
Alexis de Toqueville

FULOVRE:T1IL
IS0 AAND
BUAFH
1805~1859
Democracy In
America,

18354F




Japan = Feudal Europe?

In De Tocqueville's analysis,
medieval Europe Is portrayed as
a vertical society, oddly similar to
Nakane's depicton of Japan.



13 Contract 2% |13’ ‘Kintract’ %Y

Henry Maine, In his masterpiece
Ancient Law (1861), finds that
Interpersonal relations in feudal
Europe were determined by ties of

mutual obligation among Kin —
somewhat similar to “giri.”




Henry Maine,
1822-1888
Ancient Law

(&)

1861




Maine — Hsu

In the 20th century, Francis Hsu takes
up Maine’s model and applies it to
China and America. He invents the
term ‘kintract’ to describe Chinese
society with its stress on kin-based

obligation. a—MRA—C D& EPELE
FA)HADHREEDLEIERAL T, 7AY %t
£ Dcontract (32H)) AR RIS L THE
DHEBA—XAMEZREZREE T S5-I
“kintract” (I&&£51) ELVSEEEEVHITS




Hsu—Hamaguchi

One of Hsu’s students is Eshun
Hamaguchi, who slightly adapts
Hsu’s theory, replacing China with
Japan as the kin-based society to

contract with US contract society.
Result: Hamaguchi’s ‘kanjin’
theory. OB 2—DEAAZXF),
[MAEXEDHEBR](19824).




Again, Nihonjinron is shown
to be

a)unoriginal and
b)conservative/nostalgic



HAAGED/ X)L —

If this Is the essence of Japan, then
attempts to change traditional
ways may appear “un-Japanese”
or even treacherous.

FEIC, BRADIRTRSECDIEHRY
GAA—DIERFHTHS. RAICEKY.
E?%JE&E'%‘H:H:HFEIZFH‘JJJ:’)I:

ADo




(Indeed, that is how the far
right in Japan tends to view
soclal or political change of
almost any kind.)



5. Socio-cultural mode

e 3EREFR
‘West” [W&7EE] |‘Japan’ [ B4
19 Masculine / 19’ Feminine /

paternal X3R5 YD |maternalF:5H & 5
(F9685D) (72 BHS5D)

20 Bellicose iR |20’ Peaceful YF0rY

21 Monotheistic 21’ Polytheistic
— PR animism ZSRPEH)
=3I XA




5. Soclio-cultural mode

‘West’ Pa7FE |‘Japan’ H &

22 Unstable 22’ Stable

RETE e
23 Intolerant |23’ Tolerant
AER EA

24 Materialistic |24’ Spiritual
YEH) AR HY




Assumes racial

homogenelty

Europe:Multiethnic — unstable — warlike

— monotheistic —fZ (fighting

neople

stress exclusive value of own god, reject
all others. Christian god implicitly

masculine, strong enough to defeat other
gods/religions) — intolerant.

Japan: Monoethnic — stable — few wars
— peace-loving — polytheistic Z##
willing to respect other people’s gods...

feminine deity (Amaterasu Omik
XKf) — tolerant. BER

ami Xhia



lgnores historical facts

Japan has along history of
Internal warfare, but some N-
ron characterize this as a mere
“family quarrel” since it was an

all-Japanese affair, rather than
war against another people.




Nagasakl
martyrs

Jin'o —FE



http://www.npp-unet.ocn.ne.jp/tikihanasi/10nagasaki/26seijin.jpg

6. Intellectual style HIFIR %A )L

‘West’ [THEE] ‘Japan’ [ H A&

25 Logic, either/or |25’ Ambivalence

e /N L i1 5

26 Rational 26’ Emotional
Aﬁﬂl‘] }JRI;\‘IEEEFH@

27 Objective 27’ Subjective




lllogical Japanese?

Japanese have “a mentality unfit for
abstract thinking” (Yukawa Hideki)
... and “a weakness in ability to
think in terms of logical

consequences” (Nakamura Hajime),

BARANIMTHRHICEZRSEIZRDEL )
(G/FEw 7], | RBNLTERRERTE
ABDCEIIAEBE (BHECHI?))




HifT: The
Japanese Mind:
Essentials of
Japanese
Philosophy and

Culture, ed.
Charles Moore
(1967), p. 56 (&
JID p. 143 (%)




6. HIKIRZ2A L ($%)

‘West’ [TETE] ‘Japan’ [ HZ&]

28 Rigid principle |28’ Situational
A TEL Y R B logic
R

29 Talkativeness |29’ Silence
BL2RY YIRS




Outsiders ¥
can’t
understand

Ice farmers
Know thelr
work

One race
One way of
life

Down with
logic!
Intumon and

Speech silver,







Coming up next...

* Lecture #3 — How
ethnically and culturally
homogeneous iIs

Japanese socilety?

- AXRDHEIIIR—EiE]-
[R—>IE1EEEAS?




