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Gender in Japanese Contemporary Art Hisotry:

Japanese Women Artists and Post-war Avant-Garde

NAKAJIMA, Izumi

This paper aims to examine how the gender fluctuation in the post-
WWII Japanese art world are reflected in male-centered art criticism and
history, and to describe another aspect of post-war Japanese art history by
illuminating women'’s involvement in the avant-garde art circle.

Encouraged by post-war democracy and changing attitude to gender
equality, a number of Japanese women were attracted to and involved in the
avant-garde art movement from the late 1940s through 1950s. This group
of women of post-war generation includes renowned artists such as Yayoi
Kusama and Atsuko Tanaka. However, contemporary art history has in most
cases neglected such presence of women in the post-war Japanese art world.

First, this paper will examine the “Informel Whirl” as a discourse that at
once nationalized and gendered the Japanese post-war art scene. Reacted to
that Japanese art was feminized in the context of international movement
of abstract painting, Japanese (male) critics inclined to nationalize and
masculinize their art, artists and history of Japanese art.

Second, it attempt to provide an alternative historical lineage of avant-
garde movement by discussing exchange between three paternal figures
of modern art in Japan, Takiguchi Shazo, Yoshihara Jir6 and Abe Nobuya,
and women artists of post-war generation such as Kusma and Tanaka. This
relationship between Father figures and daughter generation, which I
referred to “pre-war Father and post-war daughter plot” shed light to another
aspect of post-war Japanese culture where democratic movement and
internationalization of art encouraged women to share the modernist idea
of creative self and to develop their identity as avant-garde artists, which is

currently overlooked in the general history of contemporary Japanese art.
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