
  

Contemporary Global Issues A: International Economics and Development 

Instruction for Presentation  

 

Source Book 

Tim Harford, 2017, Fifty Things that Made the Modern Economy, Little, Brown.  

This book can be purchased at the co-op textbook sales site and is also available at the university 

library. The book is based on a BBC radio program of the same title and has a companion website 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04b1g3c). This website offers downloadable audio files 

and links to useful references. 

  

 

Presentation format 

Each student will be assigned to a specific chapter of the book. The presentation should be of 10-

15 minutes and may include: 

1. A summary of the chapter [required]; 

2. Additional information (e.g., statistics or updates on the topic of the chapter); 

3. A comment (e.g., on the author’s analysis and other relevant issues) [required] 

4. Questions to other students. 

It is compulsory to prepare a PowerPoint presentation file and send it to 

kumakura@k.meijogakuin.ac.jp by 12:40 of the day of your presentation. Failure to submit the 

file in time will be penalized.  

 

Advising 

If you wish to consult the instructor about your presentation, make an appointment via e-mail and 

visit the instructor’s office well in advance of your presentation. In principle, the instructor does 

not accept an appointment on the day before the presentation. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04b1g3c


  

Chapters to be presented (subject to change) 

1. Week 2: Gramophone (Chapter 2) 

2. Week 3: The Shipping Container (Chapter 17) 

3. Week 4: The iPhone (Chapter 30) 

4. Week 5: Google Search (Chapter 5) 

5. Week 6: Intellectual Property (Chapter 28) 

6. Week 7: The Cold Chain (Chapter 19) 

7. Week 8: Limited Liability Companies (Chapter 26) 

8. Week 9: Passports (Chapter 6) 

9. Week 10: Tax Havens (Chapter 39) 

10. Week 11: The Bank (Chapter 37) 

11. Week 12: The Barcode (Chapter 18) 

12. Week 13: Robots (Chapter 7) 

13. Week 14: The Pill (Chapter 11) 

 


