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“FSB 2011: Learning about Environmental Issues in Indonesia” Makiko Omura
Two students joined the FS this time. Despite the few student number, the FS was held
since the later part of it was joined by another environmental study tour for university
under— and post—graduate students organized by Hokkaido and other universities, with
SATREPS subsidy. We arrived in Palangkaraya of Central Kalimantan via Jakarta three
days prior to the other tour. We had an eco-boat tour where we watched orangutans on
a sanctuary, river sand gold mining, and visited a community on the river bank. We
also visited the Sabangau National Park, reaching there by a speed boat and going to
the deep of this peatland forest on foot. We learnt the ecology and biodiversity of
this forest and planted a small tree on the river bank. We visited a traditional Dhakay
ceremonial monuments on the way back.

The environmental study tour had 34 participants in total, including ourselves
composed of 17 student participants, 4 student staff, 11 researcher staff, and 2
invited participants. The participants came from different institutions and were of
various majors/backgrounds. Since we only have humanities and social sciences at Mei ji
Gakuin University, it was an inspiring experience to work together with many natural
scientists and students from different disciplines. After the two tour joined, we
visited the Natural Laboratory in the peatland forests where C02 measurement and
ecological researches are conducted by world researchers, went on the eco—boat tour
for the second orangutan watching, visited a water supply company. The following day,
we had an all-day long lecture almost lasting until mid-night, which made my brain
almost dysfunctional. The hardest part of the tour was probably a tree planting
activity in a flooded peatland where the reddish peatland water came up to the hip
level. We heard that local people would not do tree planting in such a deep water,

but we practically had no choice to postpone the activity.



TaYy7—HR—FTHT o U—% %35 | Finding orangutans from the eco-tour boat!



*7 v —4% 2 OBlF | An orangutan with a baby
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Collecting fine particles of gold by pumping the sands from bottom of the river
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An orangutan eating corns in the protected area
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JIEDOF DO N2 DAETE #1122 Visiting a village on the riverbank

RO THEEHEE) Tree-planting in the village forest
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At the pear of the Sebangau National Park, to the forest after more than an hour boat ride

Peat wetland




of the Sebangau National Park
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Tasting a leaf after 2 hour work in the deep of the Sebangau jungle

TN T T ESLAE CRLEAERES  Memorial tree-planting at the National Park



TN T TENSAENSOJEY  On the way back from the Sebangau National Park

s DEPARTENEN KEHUTANAN

Ch  OREKTORATEERA PERLACNGAN T ANV Al w
| & ) AL TAUAN SO SEENGHD W i
iﬁvwmmmmwwwmwﬁw
PUSAT INFORMASI WISATA
RESORT SEBANGAU HULU

o
— “I‘.ri.

tﬂyﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéx&y7tim FROWEF- DR IE, RETY ¥ TN EHBLEY v VRO A—R—<

Posing with the National Park staff; the man with a green hat is a Dayak superman who walk through the

jungle bare-footed
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N Tmi2*9 Going to the carbon monitoring station by a speed boat together with
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JERKZ BRI LK E A Collecting peatland water for quality examination
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The workshop at the Palangkaraya University lasted from early morning until past 22:00...



BRI TRDIDY 7ohiksf, Z O%IBES72BREE23---  Alarge scale tree-planting in peatland, an ordeal awaiting

us...



& CURIRAKIZIR > TORER T L7 ! After tree-planting with peatland water coming up to our hip!
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OV 1 HERTOBZRMIT, WAEEIEHLIIZ -+ Gold-mining location which used to be forests just a year ago...
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DM IZ T  Our students being awarded during the last dinner for their presentaion on resource

management at the workshop at the University of Palankaraya
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