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I. ROXZHAL, LTORIZER RSV,

Can you imagine old age? Of course you can’t. I didn't. I couldn't.( )I had no idea
g L L

what it was like. Not even a false image — no image. And nobody wants anything

else. Nobody wants to face any of this before he has to. How is it all going to turn out?

Obtuseness is de rigueur™.

Understandably, any stage of life more advanced than one’s own is unimaginable.
Sometimes one is halfway through the next stage before one realizes that one has
entered it. And then, earlier stages of advancement offer their compensations. And

even so, the middle is daunting® for many people. But the end?( It is, interestingly, the
2)

first time of life that you stand entirely outside of while you're in it.[...]

There's a distinction to be made between dying and death. It's not all
uninterrupted dying. If one’s? healthy and feeling well, it's invisible dying. The end
that is a certainty is not necessarily boldly announced. No, you can't understand. The
only thing you understand about the old when you're not old is that they have been
stamped by their time. But understanding only that freezes them in their time, and
so amounts to no understanding at all. To those not yet old, being old means(s)yoﬂ

been. But being old also means that despite, in addition to, and in excess of your

beenness, you still are. Your beenness is very much alive. You still are, and one is as
(a)

haunted by the still-being and its fullness as by the having-already-been, by the

pastness. Think of old age this way: it's just an everyday fact that one’s life is at stake.
One cannot evade'” knowing what shortly awaits® one. The silence that will surround
one forever. Otherwise it's all the same. Otherwise one is immortal for as long as one

lives.

(Philip Roth, The Dying Animal, Vintage Books, New York, 2001, pp. 35-36.)

From The Dying Animal by Philip Roth. Copyright (¢) 2001 by Philip Roth.
Used by permission of HarperCollins Publishers.
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