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20226 United Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ (Kyodan)) Ecumenical Scholarship
Guidelines for Applicants

Regarding availability of the scholarship:

The applications period for this scholarships begins in August 2026 and, in principle, is limited to a
single fiscal year (until March 31, 2027). An applicant who is awarded a scholarship must wait five
years before applying again.

Regarding eligible educational institutions:

The educational institution where an applicant will study must be a UCCJ—-affiliated university, junior
college, or seminary, or an equivalent Christian-heritage educational institution within Japan, or a
recognized training institution for UCC] ministers. In principle, studies shall occur at a single
institution.

Regarding the purpose of an applicant’s international study:
The purpose of the applicant’ s research/study in Japan should clearly be to contribute to ecumenical
mission and cooperation in future, in a broad sense.

Regarding the amount and remittance of scholarship funds:

1) This scholarship is for an individual. The UCCJ Committee on Ecumenical Relations will make the
decision regarding the amount, up to a maximum of 360,000 Yen.

2) The remittance of scholarship funds will take place by the last day of September.

3) Scholarship funds will be remitted to the recipient indirectly, via the finance department of the
school/institution. ‘ :

Regarding responsibilities of scholarship recipients:

Each recipient must submit a report about their work, within one month after the scholarship period
has ended. The report should summarize the recipient’s research/study, opinions and reflections etc.
about their studies/training, be around 3,500 Japanese characters in length (roughly 1,800 words in
English), and submitted on A4 size paper.

Regarding the application deadline:
The application form and all supporting documents, including recommendations, must be submitted
through the applicant’ s educational/training institution, and must arrive at the UCC]J office through
the educational/training institution by Wednesday, August 12, 2026.
The mailing address is: UCC]J (Kyodan) Committee on Ecumenical Relations,
2—3-18, Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku—ku, Tokyo 169-0051

Documents for submission:

1) Application form

2) Resume

3) Recommendation from your home/sending church in your country of origin

4) Recommendation from the pastor of the church you attend in Japan (The church must belong
to either the UCC]J [Kyodan] or the Korean Christian Church in Japan [KCCJJ).

5) 3 Recommendations from professors (or equivalent) at the educational/training institution

6) Declaration of research/study plan (Indicate clearly and in detail the purpose of study/training,
name of the institution and duration.)

7) Financial plan document (Indicate in detail the overall amount of educational funds needed,
as well as details of financial sources, such as personal savings and other income, and the
grant amount sought from the UCC] scholarship.

* Please download the UCC]J scholarship application forms listed above from the UCC]J official
website, https://uccj.org.



7.

Regarding the decision of the committee: ,

The UCC]J Committee on Ecumenical Relations will make its final decisions based on the evaluation
of application documents. In certain cases, the committee may request to interview the candidate
before reaching final decision. Selection will be completed by mid-September, and results will be
communicated, in writing, to each educational/training institution where the applicant is enrolled.

<Read before applying>

Please make certain that you meet all of the basic requirement below, before submitting an application.

1.

w

The candidate must be a Christian from Asia, or from other regions, studying at an accredited
institution in Japan.

The candidate must already be researching/studying/training in Japan.

The candidate must be attending a UCC]J church, or a KCC]J church in Japan.

The candidate must have a sincere heart to further ecumenical mission in Japan, or in their country
of origin.



