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At the Court of an Emperor (he lived it matters not when) there
was among the many gentlewomen of the Wardrobe and Chamber one,
who though she was not of very high rank was favoured far beyond
all the rest; so that the great ladies of the Palace, each of whom had
secretly hoped that she herself would be chosen, looked with scorn
and hatred upon the upstart who had dispelled their dreams. Still less
were her former companions, the minor ladies of the Wardrobe, con-

tent to see her raised so far above them.

OOoOoOoOoooood
In a certain reign there was a lady not of the first rank whom the
emperor loved more than any of the others. The grand ladies with

high ambitions thought her a presumptuous upstart, and lesser ladies

were still more resentful.

OoOodod
In a certain reign (whose can it have been?) someone of no very
great rank, among all His Majesty's Consorts and Intimates, enjoyed
exceptional favor. Those others who had always assumed that pride of
place was properly theirs despised her as a dreadful woman, while the

lesser Intimates were unhappier still.
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He groped his way back into the room. She was lying just as he
had left her, with Ukon face downwards beside her. “What are you doing
there?' he cried. "Have you gone mad with fright? You have heard no
doubt that in such lonely places as this fox-spirits sometimes try to
cast a spell upon men. But, dear people, you need not fear. I have
come back, and will not let such creatures harm you.' And so saying
he dragged Ukon from the bed. “Oh, Sir, she said, "I felt so queer and
frightened that I fell flat down upon my face; and what my poor lady
must be going through I dare not think.' “Then try not to add to her
fright, said Genji, and pushing her aside, bent over the prostrate form.
The girl was scarcely breathing. He touched her; she was quite limp.
She did not know him.

Perhaps some accursed thing, some demon had tried to snatch

her spirit away; she was so timid, so childishly helpless. The man

came with the candle. Ukon was still too frightened to move. Genji
placed a screen so as to hide the bed and called the man to him. It was
of course contrary to etiquette that he should serve Genji himself and
he hesitated in embarrassment, not venturing even to ascend the dais.
“Come here, said Genji impatiently; “use your common-sense.' Re-
luctantly the man gave him the light, and as he held it toward the bed,
he saw for a moment the figure which had stood there in his dream

still hovering beside the pillow; suddenly it vanished.

OOoOoooooono

He felt his way back inside. The girl was as before, and Ukon lay
face down at her side.

"™What is this? You're a fool to let yourself be so frightened. Are
you worried about the fox spirits that come out and play tricks in de-
serted houses? But you needn't worry. They won't come near me,/ He
pulled her to her knees.

"I'm not feeling at all well. That's why I was lying down. My
poor lady must be terrified,

™She is indeed. And I can't think why,[

He reached for the girl. She was not breathing. He lifted her and
she was limp in his arms. There was no sign of life. She had seemed
as defenseless as a child, and no doubt some evil power had taken

possession of her. He could think of nothing to do. A man came with

121



a torch. Ukon was not prepared to move, and Genji himself pulled up
curtain frames to hide the girl.

™Bring the light closer

It was a most unusual order. Not ordinarily permitted at Genji's
side, the man hesitated to cross the threshold.

TCome, come, bring it here! There is a time and place for cere-
mony,f

In the torchlight he had a fleeting glimpse of a figure by the
girl's pillow. It was the woman in his dream. It faded away like an ap-

parition in an old romance.

OoOoOood

He went back in and felt his way to her. She still lay with Ukon
prostrate beside her. ™What is this? Fear like yours is folly![ he
scolded Ukon. "In empty houses, foxes and whatnot shock people by
giving them a good fright ___yes, that is it. We will not have the likes
of them threatening us as long as I am here He made her sit up.

™y lord, I was only lying that way because I feel so ill. My
poor lady must be quite terrified

™es, but why should she . . . 2/ He felt her; she was not breathing.

He shook her, but she was limp and obviously unconscious, and he
saw helplessly that, childlike as she was, a spirit had taken her.

The hand torch came. Ukon was in no condition to move, and

Genji drew up the curtain that stood nearby.

™Bring it closer!/ he ordered. Reluctant to approach his lord further
in this crisis, the man had stopped short of entering the room. "Bring
it here, I tell you! Have some sense!f

Now in the torchlight Genji saw at her pillow, before the apparition

vanished, the woman in his dream.
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“They are called Yugao, "Evening Faces' said one of his servants
told him; “how strange to find so lovely a crowd clustering on this de-

serted wall!' OO OO0 OO0 00O OO OO he white flowers far

off yonder are known as “evening faces, [ he said. ™A very human
name —and what a shabby place they have picked to bloom inf &
OO evening faces 000000 OYegao, Lagenaria siceraria, a
kind of gourd DO OO OO DO OO O™y lord, they call that white
flower “twilight beauty.' The name makes it sound like a lord or lady,
but here it is blooming on the pitiful fence!/ DO OO OOOO OO
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puzzled you was but the Yugao, strange beyond knowing in its dress
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I think I need not ask whose face it is,

So bright, this evening face, in the shining dew.

OoOO0OoOoooooOoooooooooOoOoOoad

At a guess I see that you may indeed be he: the light silver dew
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brings to clothe in loveliness a twilight beauty flower.
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Genji suggested that the whole night be given over to admiring
the bell cricket. He had just finished his second cup of wine, however,
when a message came from the Reizei emperor. Disappointed at the
sudden cancellation of the palace fete, Kebai and Shikibu no Tayw
had appeared at the Reizei Palace, bringing with them some of the
more talented poets of the day. They had heard that Yegiri and the

others were at Rokuje:
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¥t does not forget, the moon of the autumn night,

A corner remote from that realm above the clouds.

™o please come, if you have no other commitments.f

Even though he in fact had few commitments these days and the
Reizei emperor was living in quiet retirement, Genji seldom went vis-
iting. It was sad that the emperor should have found it necessary to
send for him. Despite the suddenness of the invitation he immediately

began making ready.

™I your cloud realm the moonlight is as always,

And here we see that autumn means neglect

oooog
et us spend tonight honoring the bell cricket he said. The
wine cup had gone round twice when a message came from Retired
Emperor Reizei. The Left Grand Controller and the Commissioner of
Ceremonial, disappointed by the sudden cancellation of the music at
the palace, had arrived with a group of likeminded companions, and
His Eminence had just learned that the Commander and several others

were at Rokuje:

™Even where I live, far removed from that realm high above

the clouds,

the moon still remembers me on a lovely autumn night.

*Oh, that I might only show . .. '[ His Eminence had written.

"As I am, I have few claims on my time, but I hardly call on him
anymore now that he has taken up a life of quiet retirement, and I am
afraid he wishes to remind me that he finds me remiss/ Genji ex-
plained, preparing to set off despite the appearance of acting precipi-

tately.

™our moon as before shines aloft for all to see, high above
the clouds,

while such is this home of mine that for me autumn has
changedf
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