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Nielsen 72-84.

“A Negro Woman” (CP2 287)

“‘A Negro Woman’ continues the notion of the black as an elemental
figure that was earlier remarked in Stein. This woman is all physical
motion, unreflecting, an “ambassador” from another world, unaware
of her mission, a mission which requires the white poet’s presence
to be made manifest. The other world which she presages is one of pretty
marigolds of two shades, and what is this if not another restatement
of the theme Pound propounded with his preference for different
“shades” in his landscape? The description of the bulk of the
woman’s thighs causing her to waddle is evidently an example of
Williams’s conception of ’kaffir’ beauty.” (Nielsen 77)

“...remained informed by the view of nonwhites as being ahistorical
and without an art of their own.” (Nielsen 21)

“Stein’s narrative, like so much of white writing, strips black
Americans of their history, their art, and their song, and then hears
no answer from them.”(Nielsen 23)

“But Pound is often making use of the non—whites, and their
speech, as local color for the landscape of his poems.”(Nielsen 68)

“the projection of white mythology into an imagined space of
otherness”; “a sort of prelapsarian encounter with authenticity”
(Nielsen 81)

CPI 217-9.

Cohen, The Ramapo Mountain People 22.

Hurston 279-80.

Cohen, The Folklore and Folklife of New Jersey 34.
Beck 111-7.

Cunard 95.

“Many of them have exceptionally fine features. And the vivacity,

14 13 12 11 10 9

the awareness in their manner is like nothing the white can offer.
The American white girl today is shop—worn compared to the Negro
girl—at her liveliest. All the simplicity of mind which virtue

“should imply lies with the Negro girl.”(Cunard 95)

5

3

—  “fairly vibrant with a sullen attentiveness”; “her mental alertness

coupled with her erectness, muscular power, youth, seriousness,

her actuality—" (Cunard 95)

16

“made me want to create a new race on the spot. I had never seen
anything like it.” (Cunard 95)
CP1 504.

18 17

“I can remember the terrible landscape one summer at Hilldale in
Vermont; the half-wit Elsie, tall and white, bathing in the small
stream at the bottom of the valley among the alders, and the men in
the far field on the hillside stopping their haying to turn and look
down at her.” (A 251)

& «.. the emblematic figure of “Elsie” is a “troubling insider”
within the doctor—poet’s bourgeois domestic space.” (Lowney 69)

& “I saw // a huge Negro / a dirty collar / about his // enormous
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22 21

23

26 25 24

27

29 28

30

neck / appeared to be / choking // him / I did not know / whether or
not // he saw me though / he was sitting / directly // before me how
/ shall we / escape this modern // age / and learn / to breathe again”
(CP2 427-8)

¥ 28; “I remember / a Geographic picture, the 9 women / of
some African chief semi—naked / astraddle a log, an official log to /
be presumed, heads left:”(P 13—4)

¥ 18; “A man like a city and a woman like a flower / —who
are in love. Two women. Three women. / Innumerable women,
each like a flower.” (P 7)

¥ 63; “Will you give me a baby? asked the young colored
woman / in a small voice standing naked by the bed. Refused / she
shrank within herself. She too refused. It makes me / too nervous,
she said, and pulled the covers round her.” (P 32)

“the white girl” (P 51); “wild” (P 50); “3 colored girls” (P 50).

P 98-9, 104-6, 110-1, 125-8.

“TAKE OFF YOUR / CLOTHES! I didn’t ask you / to take off
your skin .” (P 105-6)

“BRIGHTen / the cor / ner / where  you
black plush, a dark flame.” (P 128)

“Marriage come to have a shuddering / implication” (P 11)

are! / —a flame, /

“Crying out / or take a lesser satisfaction: / a few go / to the Coast
without gain—" (P 11)

“devil-may—care men who have taken / to railroading / out of

i
o

35 34 33 32

36

37

38

40 39

sheer lust of adventure—" (CP1 217)

“They do not know the words / or have not / the courage to use
them . / —girls from / families that have decayed and / taken to the
hills: no words. / They may look at the torrent in / their minds / and
it is foreign to them. . ” (P 11-2)

K 27-8; P 12-3.

Cohen, The Ramapo Mountain People 10.

K 265-6; P 150.

K= 2g9; “Phyllis & Paterson / This dress is sweaty. I’ll have /
to have it cleaned // It lifted past the shoulders. / Under it, her
stockings // Big thighs (P 163); “Phyllis & Paterson /I think I’11
go on the stage, / said she, with a deprecating laugh, / Ho, ho! //
Why don’t you? he replied / though the legs, I'm afraid, would /
beat you .”(P 166)

K#8 298; “Phyllis & Paterson / Do you know that tall / dark girl
with the long nose? / She’s my friend. She says / she’s going West
next fall. / I’'m saving every cent I / can put together. I'm going /
with her. I haven’t told / my mother yet .” (P 167-8)

K 197; “One from the backwoods / a touch of the savage / and
of T.B. / (a scar on the thigh)”(P 111)

K 225; “You showed me your legs, scarred (as a child) / by the
whip .” (P 126)

K& 197.

K¥£8 227; “But you! / —in your white lace dress / “the dying
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swan” / and high—heeled slippers—tall / as you already were—...”
(P 127)
KiE 208

42 41

“Say I am the locus / where the two women meet”; “Let the col-
orsrun " (P 111)

Weaver 202.

“New Barbadoes Neck, the region was called.” (P 13)

45 44 43

“Actually New Barbadoes Neck, on the east bank of the Passaic
River above Newark, was founded by English planters from Barba-
does, but there is no evidence that this region is related to the an-
cestry of the Ramapo Mountain People.” Cohen, The Ramapo
Mountain People 20.

A 4, 166-8; Mariani 9.

YMW 28.

Mariani 15.

YMW 30.

Marzan 42-52.

Marzan 49.

YMW 53.

52 51 50 49 48 47 46
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Williams, William Carlos. The Collected Poems of William Carlos Williams,
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New Directions, 1986. (CP1~J$ER

—. The Collected Poems of William Carlos Williams, Vol.Il. Ed. by
Christopher MacGowan. New York: New Directions, 1988. (cp2
AER)

——. Paterson. Ed. Christopher MacGowan. New York: New Direc-
tions, 1992. (P V&R
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