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Abstract: This article examines the use of colour-related words in Isabella L.Bird’s
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan, an account of this British-born woman traveller’s own
experiences during her stay in Japan in 1878. It analyses the patterns in Bird’s
perception of the Japanese landscape, with particular focus on scenes in Yokohama
and Tokyo. Generally, her early depictions of the Japanese landscape are characterised
by pale hues and shades of grey and blue. However, while doing so, she also frequently
uses red-coloured terms or other similar bright tones, which serve to create focal points
within the otherwise “monotonous” landscape. Furthermore, the influence of Western
artistic movements, notably Japonism, and contemporary racial discourses in the West
can be seen in her choice of colour terminology. This suggests that her portrayal of the
landscape and the Japanese people was sometimes shaped by cultural and aesthetic
preconceptions of the West.
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