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Abstract: In 7he Tale of Genji, the narrators seem to be old ladies-in-waiting in close service
to Genji. Although they rarely appear overtly in the tale, we can detect their existence
through the usage of honorifics. In rare cases, the narrators may appear openly to express
their opinions. From the medieval period, such passages have been called soshiji. They
have been the focus of much scholatly scrutiny. This paper will focus on how séshiji have
been translated in the major English translations of 7he Tale of Genji, the first of which
appeared in the Meiji period more than a century ago.

Awareness of the presence of the narrator is an important factor in appreciating the
style of The Tale of Genji. Yet for readers used to modern fiction, the presence of a narrator
may somewhat old-fashioned. Perhaps because of this, some modern Japanese translations
of The Tale of Genji hardly use honorifics, largely erasing the narrator's presence. After
examining two translations into modern Japanese, we analyze how soshiji passages have
been rendered into English.
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I should indeed be very loath to recount in all their detail

matters which he took so much trouble to conceal, did
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not know that if you found I had omitted anything you
would at once ask why, just because he was supposed to be
an Emperor’s son, I must needs put a favourable showing
on his conduct by leaving out all his indiscretions; and
you would soon be saying that this was no history but a
mere made-up tale designed to influence the judgment of
posterity. As it is I shall be called a scandalmonger; but that
I cannot help. (<O)~
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I had hoped, out of deference to him, to conceal these
difficult matters; but I have been accused of romancing, of
pretending that because he was the son of an emperor he
had no faults. Now, perhaps, I shall be accused of having

=)

revealed too much. (<111)~
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I had passed over Genji’s trials and tribulations in silence,
out of respect for his determined efforts to conceal them,
and I have written of them now only because certain lords
and ladies criticized my story for resembling fiction, wishing
to know why even those who knew Genji best should have
thought him perfect, just because he was an Emperor’s son.
No doubt I must now beg everyone’s indulgence for my

effrontery in painting so wicked a portrait of him. (Tyler R O)
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Up to this point I had refrained from exposing all his messy,
sordid affairs, which he tried so hard to keep hidden from
prying eyes. I did so in part because felt sorry for him, but
then people started criticizing me, saying that my account
was just so much fiction and asking me, “Is it because he is
the child of an Emperor that people like you, who know him,

feel compelled to sing his praises as if he were perfect in every
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way?” Well, now I suppose that by exposing his sins I will be

censured for having said too much, or for being spiteful. (R 11 1
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What will become of all these personages!
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We shall see in the next chapter what happened in the end
to all these people. (| —111<)

AT S0 ARS in the next chapter VW S0 8%7 FESwhR
IR U AREER] Q KAES VR S s iz 50
AV SOEEYOHKRE LA AQRME D H v — R RS SR
FECRMUIRIERW I VY BERECERUR TR VLV
SAREPIINQRPRERS LS DN —KORSERR
LT HORRWRIEQHOUR O L0

EiN

R}

U 1) QIRAIAOTE 1) R R OACSIR QU D K
SEUHON VU OIM (WK -&= =11

ERVB[HDRK{/ONMN IS0 W 5 QUi
SR WeNRE] (1—KP) Vs D H x> — KRS
USFECR ( VEEWRRKPNSUED XK AN KNI
D ESCIRA NIRRT AR—EBKQES"

And what might have happened thereafter to our friends?
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I wonder what happened to all these ladies in the end.
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I wonder what became of all of his ladies in the end?

(Washburn | — | EIR)
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“It is because he is fond of me; there can be no other reason,”
she decided at last, and the verse, “Were I but a common
mortal who now am gazing at the beauty of this flower,
from its sweet petals not long should I withhold the dew of
love,” framed itself on her lips, though she dared not utter it
aloud. (Waley | 1< $HREE=)
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She recited it silently to herself. How then did it go the

rounds and presently reach me? (1 |5 1)
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she murmured. One wonders how anyone could have passed

on words meant only for herself. ( | FH4)
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Since Fujitsubo composed this privately, I wonder how it

came to be known to the court? ( | 2111)
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