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Abstract: The French rock musical Romeo and Juliet: From Hatred to Love (Roméo et
Juliette: De la Haine a [ Amour), produced and directed by the French composer Gérard
Presgurvic, became a hit as soon as it was first performed at Paris in 2001, and it has been
staged across France. This musical also gained popularity in Japan. It has been frequently
performed by the Takarazuka Revue and T6h6 and both directed and translated by the
Japanese playwright and impresario Shiichiré Koike. Its success can be attributed to
Koike’s three-part strategy: the return to Shakespeare’s original; the harmonisation of
songs, lines, and dance; and the translation and the figure of Juliet. This paper explores
this strategy and discusses how Koike adapted the French version to a Japanese audience:
he often referred to Shakespeare’s original lines when translating the lyrics of the French
version; he harmonised songs, lines, and dance; and he presented Juliet as a strong
character through his modern and innovative translation.
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