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03LA1023 8 4
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02KS1044 7 3
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01EB1177 5 23
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Ate Mila Jonalyn,

Julie-Anne

Mavel

"You look young. You seem not to have had any trouble at all.”
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My name is Ena Shimazu. | am a senior student of the English Department of this Meiji
Gakuin University. | am so glad to have a speech here and share my experience with al of you. At
first, let me explain briefly about our members and activities again. We had 21 members that
joined the Work Camp in Philippine, Prof.. Kaji who is the team leader and Rev.Kanai who is the
chaplain of the University, and 19 students. We have stayed in the Metro Manila area for two
weeks. We spent five days in building houses as volunteer work.. In the rest of day, we had city
tours, school visit, short trip to a lake resort, home stay, and other work at the eco-waste
management facility.

There were two questions that | was aways asking myself during the work camp. What is
volunteer work? What is poor or rich? | aso often discussed those topics with some members,
but we could not find right answers. About three weeks have passed since | came back from the
Philippines now, and | think | could get my own answers for the questions.

What is volunteer work? | thought the volunteers should help somebody, work hard and
bear fruit. In fact, | could not do anything and | felt | was so powerless and worthless. For five
days, we were working at a Habitat Village, BANAI, with future householders, whom we called
“home partners. “ It was my first time to see the construction and to do physical labor. On the
first day at the site, a home partner gave me a big shovel and he said, “You dig the ground like this.”
| could only scoop some soil out, however the home partners were always smiling and teaching me
how to dig again and again. It was obvious that it is much easier and faster to do al by themselves.
And | doubted, “Don’t | bother them? Do they really enjoy working with us?’ One day, a local
Habitat staff gave me the great answer; he said, “It is not important how much you work for them.

The home partners know that you came here to help them and you try to understand them. They

59



can have their hopes and dreams, because you are here.” | was so impressed by his words, and
realized that the most important thing for the volunteer work is to understand each other.  After that,
| tried to enjoy not only working but aso talking with them. Then, little by little, | could find what
they want usto do. Now | think getting close and trying to understand the others are the keys for
volunteer work, as well as international cooperation.

The next question is that what is poor and what isrich. | still remember the big smiles of
children, and the hospitality of adultsin the Philippines. They looked so happy and pure comparing
to Japanese people.  Sometimes they said to me; “Y ou must be rich because you are Japanese. ” or
“We are poor and we don’'t have enough money.” | was so confused and | did not know how | should
answer them at al. | used to think if |1 do not have enough money, | could not enjoy my life nor |
would not smile. But | know | was completely wrong. In the Philippines, | met the people living
in aslum and working as scavengers. They aso welcomed us with smiling, and they did not ook
so poor because they seemed to really enjoy their work at the landfill. When | had a home stay in
another habitat village in AAMBA, | envied their warm community. The entire neighborhood was
like one big family, and helped each other to make their community better. In the present Japanese
society, it is not so rare that you do not know who is living next door. In terms of money, yes,
Japan may be richer than other countries. However, in terms of relationship between people, the
Philippines is much richer than Japan. One thing that made me really happy is that the longer |
stayed in the Philippines, the fewer people said to me | wasrich. What is poor and what isrich? It'
is not decided by whether you have enough money or not. Now | believe that the people should be
judged by their own personality.

To tell the truth, | did not have exact reason or purpose to join this work camp. | happened
to find the announcement of the work camp at the hallway, and | decided to join it right after the first

meeting. | had never thought that | could have such a great experience.  Only for two weeks, such
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a short time that we spent in the Philippines, but | will never forget about this experience.

Finally, I would like to give you my favorite word. | do not remember the source of these
words, but this is my motto. “If you lose your wealth, you lose nothing. If you lose your hedlth,
you lose something. If you lose your character, you lose everything.” Because | have joined the
Work Camp, | can understand what the word is saying about. | am going to graduate next March, and
| would like to work world widely without losing myself. Thank you very much for your kind

attention. .
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