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e QUICK BIBLE
ODANI, Sean

This Bible study will take a look at the entire Bible quickly.
DVD We will look at a basic summary of each book. Some expressions in
English Literature have their roots in the books of the English
Bible. We will take a look at some of these expressions. On the first
day, May 12, we will study the Old Testament. On the second day,
May 19, we will study the New Testament.
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““ARE  YOU HAPPY?1~~
““YESI1®” ACUCA

ACUCA (Association of
Christian Universities and Colleges in Asia)
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“Meeting Needs”

Matthew 14:13-21
Sean ODANI

The Bible passage we just read today is about helping people and
meeting needs. Meeting needs mean seeing that people need help, and
then reaching out to help them.

In this story, Jesus hears some bad news. He feels sad and so he
gets in a boat to go to a quiet place. What is the bad news? His friend
had just died. His friend's name was John the Baptist. John was
actually the cousin of Jesus and had baptized Jesus. John was a good
man, but Herod, the ruler of the area, didn't like him. Herod had John
put into prison and later had him executed.

It is always sad to hear when someone dies, but in this case Jesus
was especially sad. John was a young man, a little over 30 years old.
Also, he was a good man, and had done nothing to deserve is execution.

Naturally, Jesus wants to be alone, however, at that time he was
extremely popular. When the people hear that he had gotten into a
boat, they decide to follow after him.

Jesus arrives on the other side of the lake, and when he gets out
of the boat he sees a crowd of people. Jesus then feels compassion for
them. This is an amazing reaction. How do you feel when you see a
crowd of people?

In Japan there is a group called SMAP. SMAP is a very popular
group. When people see the members of SMAP, they follow them. A
while ago there was a problem. One member of SMAP, Goro, was in
Tokyo. Suddenly a crowd came around him and he panicked. He drove
away in his car but hit a woman police officer. In Goro's case, when he
saw a crowd he ran away.

Jesus is different. When Jesus sees the crowd he feels sorry for

them. He sees that they need help. He takes action and heals their sick.

We can see that Jesus wanted to help them. Here we can see a
principle of meeting needs modeled by Jesus--sometimes meeting
needs requires a sacrifice. Jesus, though He was sad, helped others. He
was sad that his cousin had died; yet Jesus had special eyes. We can
say call these the "eyes of Jesus." Jesus saw that people needed help
and He helped them.

For the remainder of the day, Jesus helps the people. Evening
comes. His disciples, the 12 followers of Jesus, come and speak to Him.
"It's late and this is a deserted place. Send the people into the villages
so they can buy food," they say. They think it's a good time for everyone
to leave.

When we read the Bible, it helps to think about what the
situation was like in those times. In the times of the Bible, there were
no convenience stores. There were markets where people could shop,
but they were located inside the towns and cities. This place was a
deserted place. There was nothing. At night, wild animals might come
out. It was a dangerous place at night.

Jesus, however, tells his disciples to wait. He says, "The people
don't need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

The disciples do not fully understand. They tell Jesus they have
only 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. Jesus tells them to bring the food to
Him. Here we have a principle of Christian giving--Christian giving
involves giving all that one has. The disciples had 5 loaves of bread and
2 fish. They didn't say to Jesus, "We have 2 loaves of bread and 1 fish."
They told Jesus what they actually did have, 5 loaves of bread and 2
fish, and they brought everything to Jesus.

In this story we can see another principle of Christian
giving--when we give something to God, He uses what we give Him to
bless others. Jesus tells the people to sit down. He takes the 5 loaves
and 2 fish and prays. God then multiplies the food. Jesus gives the food
to his disciples, and the disciples distribute the food to all the people.
Over 5,000 people are able to eat. The disciples didn't think that the 5
loaves and 2 fish were much, but when the food was offered to God,



God used the gift to bless others.

Recently in my life | received some blessings at Meiji Gakuin
University. Two weeks ago, | was waiting for a bus to go home. It was
cold. I came into the Religion Office and a staff member was inside. |
asked if it would be OK to wait inside and the staff member said it was
ok. It was already late that day, nearly 6pm. The staff member was
kind to let me come in because it was probably the time when the staff
member needed to go home.

I came inside the office and sat down. The staff member noticed
that I was not feeling well and said, "I'll call the Health Office for you.
I think a nurse is still there." The Religious Center member called the
Health Office and sent me over.

When | arrived at the Health Office, a nurse was there. She said
to come in and she measured my temperature. It was 38.7C. She
handed me some medicine. This nurse seemed to have "the eyes of
Jesus." She asked, "Would you like some hot tea?" | said, "Sure." The
nurse noticed also that the medicine she gave me needed to be taken
after a meal. She then said, "I have some bread from lunch. It's not
much, but if you eat it you may feel better, and then you can also take
the medicine." | accepted the bread. It was not a big piece of bread, but
like the 5 loaves and 2 fish in the story, this piece of bread was a
great blessing.

After eating the bread, | took the medicine. I felt well enough to
return home. | will never forget the kindness of these two university
staff members. Even though it was late in the day they were willing to
help me.

Hopefully, this story can help us remember the Bible reading
today about the compassion of Jesus. May we have His eyes, "the eyes
of Jesus." May we be able to see the needs of other people and make
the effort to help them.

Lecturer (English)
May 23, 2002 Chapel Service
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